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ADAPTION TO CLIMATE CHANGE � RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
Statement by Member for Geraldton 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [12.58 pm]: Following the Greenhouse 2009 conference in Perth, the 
Department of Agriculture and Food had a day looking at the Western Australian situation. Dr Mike Robertson 
of the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation�s Climate Adaption Flagship gave an 
excellent presentation called �Evaluating options for adaption to climate change by crop/livestock farmers in 
WA�. His co-authors were Caroline Peek, Rob Rima, Yvette Oliver, Cameron Weeks and Mike Clarke, who all 
work in research or agribusiness out of Geraldton. Farmers can adapt although they generally do not think much 
more than five years ahead and there is scepticism about climate change, but they are optimistic that technology 
can keep up; and, besides, in farming, there are a lot more immediate uncertainties. Change can be incremental 
or transformative. For example, in the northern wheatbelt from 2001 to 2007 Planfarm�s average farm has gone 
from 3 900 to 4 800 hectares. Simultaneously, sheep numbers have halved. Scenarios out to 2050 and 2100 for 
rainfall declines of between 15 and 30 per cent, CO2 levels increasing from 550 to 750 parts a million, and 
temperatures rising between two degrees and four degrees Celsius, do not mean that crops will not grow. 
Analysis shows a wide variation in the amount of money made by different growers. There are known success 
factors in surviving droughts. Research and development will have to focus on options to deal with seasonal 
variability. Focus must be on options that will be adopted. Research must be extended properly using such things 
as case studies and champions. Dr Robertson�s presentation showed a positive possible future for farming in my 
region, the northern wheatbelt. I would like to recognise here an excellent, clear preparation and I commend him 
for it. 
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